
Dear Fr iends ,  

Publ ic education stands on shif t ing ground for a number of 
reasons , yet here in our community, we continue to ral ly around 

what matters most - our teachers , our students , and the 
promise of opportunity for every chi ld .

Your support fuels th is work . I 'm thr i l led to share the evidence in
th is 2025 Annual Report .  Through teacher grants and strategic 

investments from hands-on classroom projects to adding a dedicated 
behavior special ist , you're helping create classrooms where every 

student feels safe, supported, and ready to learn .

Together, we're proving that when we invest in our students 
and educators , our community f lour ishes . I hope we 

can count on your continued support . 

With gratitude,  

A Message from

Execu�ve Director
Panhandle Alliance for Educa�on

Amy



PAF E  2025  
AN N UAL  R E PORT



There's something magical about 

watching a garden come to l i fe–
the carefu l preparation of soi l , 

the intentional planting of seeds , 

and the joy of witness ing each 

bloom unfold . 

I l ike to th ink of PAFE playing a s imi lar 

role to that of a gardener, cult ivating the 

condit ions where every student can f lour ish . 

Th is year's annual report tel ls the story of 

our community garden– r ich with poss ibi l i ty 

and tended by countless caring hands .

L ike any thr iving garden, our success 

depends on the enti re ecosystem: dedicated 

educators , generous donors , engaged fami l ies , 

and a community that bel ieves in the power of 

publ ic education . Together, we're not just plant-

ing seeds , we're cult ivating tomorrow's leaders .

With gratitude,

Kendon Perry

from the president
A Message



BOARD OF D IRECTORS & STAFF :

Our mission is to promote excellence in education and 

broad-based community support for the Lake Pend 

Oreil le School District.  As an independent organization, 

we wil l create and sustain an endowment to provide 

resources in support of effective teaching, 

learning and school management.

MissionOur
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We are s incerely gratefu l for the generous grant funding 

that supported PAFE programs and in it iatives th is f iscal year. 

Thank you to the Here for Good Foundation , Kiss ler Fami ly 

Foundation Phi lanthropic Gif t Fund, Northern Lights , Innovia 

Foundation , Equinox Foundation , Avista Foundation , and the 

Idaho Community Foundation (Idaho Future Fund) for your 

commitment to education in our community.

GRANTS RECE IVED :

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



TEACHER GRANTS AWARDED S INCE INCEPTION

ToTAL # oF GrANTS 
967

ToTAL AMoUNT
$2 ,390,297

fig. 3

THE PAST 10 YEARS

2016 |  $100 ,463 |  46

2017 |  $109, 320 |  42

2018 |  $102 ,950 |  34

2019 |  $1 18 , 723 |  44

2020 |  $1 12 ,926 |  42

2021 |  $109,628 |  35

2022 |  $1 1 1 , 166 |  46

2023 |  $101 , 187 |  37

2024 |  $109,550 |  39

2025 |  $1 17, 634 |  42



GRoWINg oUr oWN

When second-grader Gwen s its with h igh school junior Halo for reading prac-

tice, magic happens . Gwen's admir ing eyes show the motivation that comes 

from learning with an older student mentor, whi le Halo gains teaching experi-

ence and career clar ity. Th is program, led by Lorainne Gee, After School 

Program Director, creates a powerfu l win-win-win: 148 elementary students 

receive targeted one-on-one tutoring in reading and math through brief 

15-minute sess ions (proven most ef fective); h igh school students earn wages 

or school credit whi le explor ing careers in education , and the community 

bui lds its own pipel ine of future educators : smal l moments , lasting impact .

WATCH THE  GRANT 
IN  ACT ION :

A  PAFE  TEACHER GRANT:



WATCH THE  
GRANT IN  

ACT ION :

A  PAFE  TEACHER GRANT:

Art in the Cosmos
Forrest B i rd Charter School Teacher 

Sarah Evans brings th is interdiscipl inary 

approach, combining science educa-

tion , art ist ic express ion , and crit ical 

th inking to 80 s ixth- and seventh-grade 

students . They study NASA images of 

planets , moons , and asteroids , create 

orig inal artwork in oi l or chalk pastels , 

and then write art ist statements that 

explain thei r observations and inspi ra-

t ion . The grant provides the proper 

suppl ies and demonstrates that smal l 

investments can create a s ignif icant 

educational impact through hands-on, 

engaging learning experiences .



PENd oREILLE WATEr FESTIVAL

WATCH THE  GRANT 
IN  ACT ION :

Th ink of a moment that profoundly changed 

your perspective–maybe when your teacher 

swung a bucket of water overhead to 

demonstrate centr i fugal force, a lter ing how 

you see the world forever. The Pend Orei l le 

Water Festival creates these transformative 

moments for 310 f i f th-graders across the Lake 

Pend Orei l le School Distr ict . Started by 

Barbie Hunt of Souths ide Elementary School 

and funded by PAFE s ince 2010, th is 

envi ronmental education program combines 

interactive classroom sess ions with hands-on 

f ie ld experiences at Ri ley Creek Recreational Area . Students explore f isheries , 

water qual ity, watershed dynamics , and animal tracking , guided by 50 high 

school mentors and natural resource profess ionals . Through visual learn ing 

with f loor maps of the Columbia River Basin , students connect classroom 

knowledge to real-world stewardship, inspi r ing the next generation of 

envi ronmental guardians .

A PAFE  TEACHER GRANT:



PAFE PRoGrAM & ENDoWMENT INVESTMENTS
fig. 4

2021
2022

2023

2024

$362 ,582
$507,440

$633,060

$487,982

2025

$533,799

2020
$487,914

2019
$526,178

2017
$428,034

2018
$505,515



Each year, PAFE col laborates with Lake Pend Orei l le School Distr ict leader-

sh ip to identify the most press ing needs facing our students and educators . 

The distr ict provides us with a prior it ized wish l ist of  in it iatives that would 

make the greatest impact but fal l outs ide thei r tradit ional funding capacity.

The dedicated behavior special ist of fers intensive, individual ized support 

that complements the efforts of classroom teachers . We are especial ly 

pleased to help make th is happen because the investment al igns with 

PAFE's strategic goal of foster ing student readiness to learn , acknowledging 

the crucial l ink between emotional support and academic achievement .

dEdIcATEd bEHAVIoR SPEcIALIST
PAFE ' S  STRATEG IC IN I T IAT IVE :

READ THE  FULL  
ART ICLE  HERE :



We are deeply gratefu l to Bob and Carolyn Gumer-

man and Larry and Kathy Wogman for graciously 

sharing thei r beautifu l properties to host th is memo-

rable evening . Our heartfelt thanks also go to our 

generous sponsors for helping education f lour ish in 

such a meaningful way: L itehouse, Inc . , REALM Part-

ners , Farm Bureau Financial Services / Kendon Perry, 

Mountain West Bank , Mountain View Construction , 

Fami ly Health Center, The Alpine Shop, Edward Jones 

/ Caleb L . Bowman, and Numerica Credit Union .  

2025 SummeR Gala 

Recognition



EXECUT IVE  BOARD

Kendon Perry – President
Financial Advisor, Farm Bureau 
Insurance and Financial Services

Caleb Bowman – Vice President
Financial Advisor, Edward Jones

Eric Paull – Treasurer 
Vice President and Relationship 
Manager, WA Trust Bank

Chris Blanford – Secretary 
Client Success, Digital Turbine

Kelly Prior – Member at Large
President and CEO, Litehouse Inc.

Matt Mire – Member at Large
Financial Advisor, D.A. Davidson

Abbey Schrage – Member at Large 
Owner, LPC 

S T A F F

Amy Longanecker – Executive Director

Heather Lowman – Programs Director

Mahle Wil l iams – Outreach and Events

Jennifer Caudle – Creative Design

BOARD MEMBERS

Tom Albertson – Former 
Superintendent, LPOSD 

Barbara Buchanan – Idaho Senior Judge

Kell i Bult – Owner/Trainer, UCAN

Colin Burnett – Owner, Idagon

Tom Chasse – CEO, Schweitzer

Dick Cvitanich – Former Superintendent, 
LPOSD

Matt Gil l is – Product Op/Client Success, 
Kochava

All ison Gilmore – Retired, LPOSD Teacher

Christ ian Groenke – President, 64K 
Asset Management

Toby McLaughlin – Attorney, Sandpoint Law
 
Dr. Becky Meyer – Superintendent, LPOSD

Tom Puckett – Realtor, Owner, 
REALM Partners

Jul ie Reister-Keaton – Retired, LPOSD 
Teacher

Patty Staglund – Parent, Marketing 
Professional

Read Tuddenham – Retired, Navy Captain 
and GE Nuclear Engineer

Hannah Vollmer – Owner, The Alpine Shop

Clif Warren – Retired, Engineer

BOARD OF D IRECTORS & STAFF :


